
 

  

News Release 

BAKER & MCKENZIE ADVISES ASAHI BREWERIES LTD ON $1.2 BILLION PURCHASE 

OF SCHWEPPES AUSTRALIA 

Sydney, 5 January 2009 – Baker & McKenzie advised Asahi Breweries, Ltd on the $1.2 

billion share and asset purchase of Schweppes Australia from Cadbury plc. The  successful 

bid was announced on 24 December 2008 and is pending regulatory approval and subject to 

a right of negotiation for the acquisition of the Schweppes Australia business granted to The 

Coca-Cola Company until March 2009. The agreement is expected to close by 30 April 

2009. 

Partner Steven Glanz led the Baker & McKenzie Australia team (with the assistance of Kate 

Jefferson and Katie Southgate). Hiroshi Kondo led the Baker & McKenzie Japan team (with 

the assistance of Safar Watanabe, Akifusa Takada and Aiko Yamada) and Skip Rankin led 

the New York team.  

Commenting on the deal, Steven Glanz said, "The beverage sector in Australia is currently 

going through a period of reorganisation and rationalisation and so there were a number of 

factors that created quite a complex deal scenario. We were therefore delighted to be able to 

assist Asahi Breweries in achieving the outcome it was seeking in this transaction." 

Freehills acted for Cadbury. 

For further details please contact: 

Steven Glanz, Partner on +61 2 8922 5205 or steven.glanz@bakernet.com. 

Elizabeth Gray, Communications Manager on +61 2 8922 5726 or elizabeth.gray@bakernet.com. 

– Ends – 
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About Baker & McKenzie 

Founded in 1949, Baker & McKenzie provides sophisticated advice and legal services to 

many of the world’s most dynamic and successful organizations through more than 

3,900 locally qualified lawyers and 7,000 professional staff in 68 offices and 38 countries.  

Baker & McKenzie is known for having a deep understanding of the language and culture of 

business, an uncompromising commitment to excellence, and world-class fluency in the way 

we think, work and behave.  Baker & McKenzie’s global revenues for the fiscal year ended 

June 30, 2008, were US $2.19 billion.  John Conroy is Chairman of the Firm’s Executive 

Committee. (www.bakernet.com) 

Baker & McKenzie International is a Swiss Verein with member law firms around the world. In accordance with the common 

terminology used in professional service organizations, reference to a “partner” means a person who is a partner, or equivalent, 

in such a law firm. Similarly, reference to an “office” means an office of any such law firm. 
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