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JFTC Announces Establishing A Permanent 
Investigators of International Cartel From 
April, 2010 
 
The Fair Trade Commission of Japan has announced recently that they would 
establish a permanent staff of investigators specialized in international cartel first in 
a number of such investigators of ten and to be increased up to 25 from the year 
starting from April 1, 2010. Until now, international cartel investigations had been 
conducted by an ad-hoc team of the JFTC. Recently, in October of 2009, the JFTC 
ordered a foreign corporation with no subsidiary or similar base to do business in 
Japan to pay administrative penalties. This was the first time in more than 60 years 
history for this type of case to occur. With the expectation of an increase in the 
number of cross-border cartel cases to be investigated by the JFTC after April of 
2010, many foreign corporations conducting business or having an influence over 
the market in Japan will be exposed to such investigations by the JFTC. This is 
significant because it represents the fact that in the near future, the Japanese 
leniency program will be a crucial component of practice in antitrust cases involving 
an international cartel; which in many ways affects the Japanese market. 
 
We, a team of Japanese lawyers of more than 30 in Tokyo, specialize in Antitrust 
Law. Together with the global network of 360 lawyers in 37 countries around the 
world who also specialize in antitrust law, have been warned and are preparing for 
the "internationalization" of the JFTC investigation and Japanese leniency program. 
This is going to be a new reality from April 2010. Our team in Tokyo, with the 
assistance of the global antitrust teams of Baker & McKenzie, published a book 
called "A Practice of Cartel and Leniency" in 2008 to consider practices of 
international cartels from the perspective of American, European and Japanese 
leniency programs to be utilized at the same time to such cartels, and to study 
possible problems arising from these circumstances. The practices described in this 
book are expected to become an urgent reality for business around the world in the 
near future from April 2010 onward.
 

Head of Antitrust & Competition group in Tokyo 
       Fumio Koma 

 
A Japanese version of this client alert will be sent in the near future.
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東京青山・青木・狛法律事務所　ベーカー＆マッケンジー外国法事務弁護士事務所
（外国法共同事業）はスイス法上の組織体であるベーカー＆マッケンジー　インター
ナショナルのメンバーファームです。専門的知識に基づくサービスを提供する組織体
において共通して使用されている用語例に従い、「パートナー」とは、法律事務所に
おけるパートナーである者またはこれと同等の者を指します。同じく、「オフィス」
とは、かかるいずれかの法律事務所のオフィスを指します。
本書面に関し、東京青山・青木・狛法律事務所ベーカー＆マッケンジー外国法事務弁
護士事務所（外国法共同事業）又はその所属専門家その他の所員（以下併せて「当事
務所」といいます）に対して、電子メール等により返信をお送りいただくときは、そ
の返信によって直ちに送信者と当事務所との間に何らかの専門職業務の委任関係が成
立するわけではないことにご留意下さい。　　　　　
　
本書面の内容に関するか否かに関わりなく、当事務所との委任関係が成立するために
は、当事務所が受任を承諾することが必要となります。こうした事前の受任承諾か、
又は少なくとも受任前の事前相談を受けることへの承諾がなされていない限り、当事
務所に対して秘密又は非公知と思われる情報を送付しないようお願い致します。かか
る承諾がないまま送付された情報は、すべて非秘密又は公知の情報とみなされ、守秘
の対象外となります。
 
Baker & McKenzie GJBJ Tokyo Aoyama Aoki Koma Law Office (Gaikokuho Joint Enterprise) is a 
member firm of Baker & McKenzie International, a Swiss Verein. In accordance with the common 
terminology used in professional service organizations, reference to a "partner" means a person who is a 
partner, or equivalent, in such a law firm. Similarly, reference to an "office" means an office of any such 
law firm.
 
Before you send an e-mail to Baker & McKenzie, please be aware that your communications with us 
through this message will not create a lawyer-client relationship with us. Do not send us any information 
that you or anyone else considers to be confidential or secret unless we have first agreed to be your 
lawyers in that matter. Any information you send us before we agree to be your lawyers cannot be 
protected from disclosure.
 
 
 
If you wish to opt out of these communications, visit: http://bakerxchange.com/vtu/ABC123 
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