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JFTC Announces Establishing A Permanent
Investigators of International Cartel From
April, 2010

The Fair Trade Commission of Japan has announced recently that they would
establish a permanent staff of investigators specialized in international cartel first in
a number of such investigators of ten and to be increased up to 25 from the year
starting from April 1, 2010. Until now, international cartel investigations had been
conducted by an ad-hoc team of the JFTC. Recently, in October of 2009, the JFTC
ordered a foreign corporation with no subsidiary or similar base to do business in
Japan to pay administrative penalties. This was the first time in more than 60 years
history for this type of case to occur. With the expectation of an increase in the
number of cross-border cartel cases to be investigated by the JFTC after April of
2010, many foreign corporations conducting business or having an influence over
the market in Japan will be exposed to such investigations by the JFTC. This is
significant because it represents the fact that in the near future, the Japanese
leniency program will be a crucial component of practice in antitrust cases involving
an international cartel; which in many ways affects the Japanese market.

We, a team of Japanese lawyers of more than 30 in Tokyo, specialize in Antitrust
Law. Together with the global network of 360 lawyers in 37 countries around the
world who also specialize in antitrust law, have been warned and are preparing for
the "internationalization” of the JFTC investigation and Japanese leniency program.
This is going to be a new reality from April 2010. Our team in Tokyo, with the
assistance of the global antitrust teams of Baker & McKenzie, published a book
called "A Practice of Cartel and Leniency" in 2008 to consider practices of
international cartels from the perspective of American, European and Japanese
leniency programs to be utilized at the same time to such cartels, and to study
possible problems arising from these circumstances. The practices described in this
book are expected to become an urgent reality for business around the world in the
near future from April 2010 onward.

Head of Antitrust & Competition group in Tokyo
Fumio Koma

A Japanese version of this client alert will be sent in the near future.
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Baker & McKenzie GJBJ Tokyo Aoyama Aoki Koma Law Office (Gaikokuho Joint Enterprise) is a
member firm of Baker & McKenzie International, a Swiss Verein. In accordance with the common
terminology used in professional service organizations, reference to a "partner" means a person who is a
partner, or equivalent, in such a law firm. Similarly, reference to an "office" means an office of any such
law firm.

Before you send an e-mail to Baker & McKenzie, please be aware that your communications with us
through this message will not create a lawyer-client relationship with us. Do not send us any information
that you or anyone else considers to be confidential or secret unless we have first agreed to be your
lawyers in that matter. Any information you send us before we agree to be your lawyers cannot be
protected from disclosure.

If you wish to opt out of these communications, visit: http:/bakerxchange.com/vtu/ABC123
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